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How it works 
CASASTARTsm uses a positive 
youth development framework 
and uses social workers to 
provide and coordinate ser-
vices to counteract the various 
factors that make children vul-
nerable to substance abuse 
and juvenile delinquency. 

The service categories are: 

∗ Case Management 

∗ Social support 

∗ Family services 

∗ Education services 

∗ After-School and summer 
activities 

∗ Mentoring 

∗ Incentives 

∗ Community polic-
ing/enhanced enforcement 

∗ Juvenile justice interven-
tion when appropriate 

All  of the children receive all 
of the services, except juve-
nile justice services if they are 
not involved with the law.  

Family & Children’s Service of Greater Lynn 
111 North Common Street 

Lynn, MA 01902. 

CASASTARTsm is funded by the Governor's 
Safe and Drug-free Schools and Communities 
Act Grant within the Executive Office of Public 

Safety. 
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CASASTARTsm (Striving Together 
to Achieve Rewarding Tomorrows) 
is a community based, school-
centered substance abuse and vio-
lence prevention program devel-
oped by The National Center on 
Addiction and Substance Abuse 
(CASA) at Columbia University.   

CASASTARTsm is a preventative 
program for children ages 8 to 11 
years old and their families, run in 
collaboration with Family & Chil-
dren’s Service of Greater Lynn, 
Project Cope, Communities that 
Care, and the City of Lynn, Health 
Division.  

CASASTART’ssm goals are to pro-
vide youth and their families with 
the services and support they need 
to grow as positive citizens within 
their community. 
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Who are we 
looking for? 

 
Children ages 8 to  11 years old who 
display at least four risk factors are eli-
gible to be involved in the CASAS-
TARTsm program.    

Risk factors include at least two school 
related risk factors, one family risk fac-
tor, and one personal risk factor.  

∗ School risk: Poor grades, enroll-
ment in special education curricu-
lum, grade retention, truancy, 
chronic tardiness, and weapons or 
substance possession.  

∗  Family risk: Family violence; fam-
ily member involved in gangs, drug 
use and/or  sales or with a criminal 
conviction within the past 5 years; 
and extreme poverty.   

∗  Personal risk: Youth with a family 
member involved in or suspected of 
drug use or sales, history of in-
volvement with the criminal justice 
system, gang membership, or 
weapon possessions.  In addition, a 
youth with a history of child mal-
treatment, emotional issues, living 
in a dangerous neighborhood, and 
presenting with early risky behav-
iors. 

 

 

Benefits 
 

Children have improved in attachment 
with positive individuals and institutions. 
Decreased bonds to deviant norms and 
groups. Increased opportunities to 
achieve positive goals. 

CASASTARTsm children are less likely to: 

∗ Use gateway and stronger drugs 

∗ Be involved in drug trafficking 

∗ Commit violent offenses 

∗ Be negatively influenced by peers or 
associate with delinquent peers 

Children are more likely to be promoted 
to the next grade in school.  


